Why everyone’s hanging out in New York's parks
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Innovators and news from around the globe

BRashing the boat out

Belgian entrepreneur Matty Zadnikar's new business soothes the headaches
- and huge financial burden - that i iy 4
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2ty Zadnikas was 0
obsessed wilh Scats
&S & child his mother
Uweateyed 10 2ot
him 2 shrink.
When |l was 10,
1 20id her the day
woudd come thet I'd oan a yacht " the
Belgian chuckdes "She told me | wes crazy -
thet yachts were for fich pecple - notws”

The family came from 2 bumiile, coel
mining bacigound, the industry Zadrikar
originally specisfised in. Yet, his love for
sailing never wavered, and - following the
huge success of industrial safety services
business 2-Safety, which Zadniker started in
1954 - the entrepreneur wes finaly asleto
Join the elite yacht b by puschasing his
own — and prove his mother wrong

While thrilled 20 be fulfiling his pession
it was also during this Sme that Zadnicar
reslised the frustrations thet came »ith
owning 2 boet. 7 started to wonder aby

you =2 to sal is cacidec on

ncbody had thoaght about configusrg a
Ry yadhl hésing Leo 19 lour coners
and then having 21 objective Lhind company
10 Lake care of 25 the headaches "So, n
2005 ~ 2 couple of years afle selirg
Z-Saflety - the Beigian launched shased

yerht oarership company SeaNet

Taking the fnencial steg sut of
purchasing a big vessel outrfight, the
company allows you Lo CO-cum your drsem
Scet lyoa can choose betwes 2 29% 33%,
S0% or 75% stakes) and hand ower the day-
to-day menagenent o SealNet. This means
that some of the rost time-corsaming and
costly dlements of yech: comership -

Tew mensgemest, maistensance
neurance - are Zaien cace of,
lsting Serts free to Sarply bead
for the cpen seas. Exactly when

& rotation besis with
2o-owmers taiing
tares “No one gets

1005 of the freedom Secasse noone s
paying lor 1005 of the fresdom” Zadniar
says. “The uoside is that you could save
753 of the boat costs you'd normallly be
soeading - equating o milions - and can
€0 23 you wish with that extra money”
To test the scheme — and prove just how
much he believes in yacht co-cemership
the First vessel avalable nith SeaNet s
Zatnkar's cum Soat, and the Belgen & one
of the co-sharers A second yacht will be
avslatie from next May. The dream s then
to eventually heve & fleet of five yaches,
moored in Sifferent locations, with owners
abie 10 snap. " belieye there & & market
for 2 new type of boet cemer who
s&ys OK now | can oan & Rully

cost” Zadiniicer says. "My jobis to

maneged boet for & fraction of the

bring those people together, and
ermure they al heve 2 Sve-




atty Zadnikar was so
obsessed with boats
as a child, his mother
threatened to get
him a shrink.
“When | was 10,
| told her the day
would come that I'd own a yacht,” the
Belgian chuckles. “She told me | was crazy -
that yachts were for rich people — not us.”

The family came from a humble, coal
mining background, the industry Zadnikar
originally specialised in. Yet, his love for
sailing never wavered, and — following the
huge success of industrial safety services
business Z-Safety, which Zadnikar started in
1994 — the entrepreneur was finally able to
join the elite yacht club by purchasing his
own — and prove his mother wrong.

While thrilled to be fulfilling his passion,
it was also during this time that Zadnikar
realised the frustrations that came with
owning a boat. "I started to wonder why




nobody had thought about configuring a
luxury yacht; having two to four owners
and then having an objective third company
to take care of all the headaches.” So, in
2016 — a couple of years after selling
Z-Safety — the Belgian launched shared
yacht ownership company SeaNet.

Taking the financial sting out of
purchasing a big vessel outright, the
company allows you to co-own your dream
boat (you can choose between a 25%, 33%,
50% or 75% stake) and hand over the day-
to-day management to SeaNet. This means
that some of the most time-consuming and
costly elements of yacht ownership —
crew management, maintenance,
insurance — are taken care of,
leaving clients free to simply head
for the open seas. Exactly when
you get to sail is decided on
a rotation basis with
co-owners taking
turns. “No one gets

100% of the freedom because no one is
paying for 100% of the freedom,” Zadnikar
says. "The upside is that you could save
75% of the boat costs you'd normally be
spending — equating to millions —and can
do as you wish with that extra money.”

To test the scheme — and prove just how
much he believes in yacht co-ownership —
the first vessel available with SeaNet is
Zadnikar’s own boat, and the Belgian is one
of the co-sharers. A second yacht will be
available from next May. The dream is then
to eventually have a fleet of five yachts,
moored in different locations, with owners

able to swap. "I believe there is a market
for a new type of boat owner who

says ‘OK, now | can own a fully
managed boat for a fraction of the
cost’,” Zadnikar says. "My job is to
bring those people together, and
ensure they all have a five-
star sailing experience.”
seanetco.eu



